Central Park Gardens

Steering Committee Meeting 

11:30 am – 1:00 pm, February 21, 2007
Members present:  Jan Bower, Willa Pettygrove, Jim Fowler, Sandy Dietrich, Christine Joshel, Emily Griswold, Peg Smith
1. Update









a. City Council approved the project on February 6. 
b. MOU was signed by volunteers and the Mayor.  It is now an official City of Davis document.
c. A temporary sign/kiosk was erected in the Flower Garden.

2. Review Spring Project Timelines
a. Overview

i. Site preparation is going on now.

ii. April is massive planting time.
iii. Project compost produces compost on UCD campus and it is free so we will ask for compost from them for the C.P. gardens.
iv. Hard pan about 8-12” deep – do we need auger to break through for drainage?
b. Flower Garden

i. Emily’s working on the planting design

ii. Memorial roses were transplanted to fit new design.

iii. Remove roses in flower garden by March 18; start digging out March 3.  No other community groups have expressed an interest in taking the roses as a donation.  Give away roses free.

iv. New irrigation is to be installed by City before pathways are renovated.

v. Boy Scout Max Tavanier will be renovating the pathways in the Flower Garden area on March 18, 24, 25, 31, and April 1.  

vi. April 21 is the planting day for the flower garden.
c. Meadow Garden

i. Emily will do planting plan for meadow.

ii. The City will remove concrete curbs and cut out remaining sod by March 13th.

iii. Emily will coordinate with Arlen to rototill compost into the soil in this area.

iv. City will install barricade fencing to protect area from trampling and protect new plantings.
v. Plant meadow on March 31, Cesar Chavez Day, while there is a celebration in the park.  Bob Bowen will promote this.
d. Vegetable Garden

i. The bed is dug and will be rototilled and amended with 1-2 cubic yards additional compost in early March.  

ii. Workshops will start March 24 and cover soil preparation, irrigation and plant selection.

iii. Planting scheduled for April
3. Publicity/ Fundraising/ Volunteers






a. Budget Review (see detailed info with agenda)
i. Committed income, cash - $4357.50

ii. Committed income, in-kind - $2200.00

iii. Pending income:  Slosson Grant - $20,000 – probably getting ~15K

b. Publicity

i. Emily will maintain contact with Sharon Stello at Davis Enterprise for publicizing news and events.

ii. Jan Bower will develop an informational brochure about the project.  

iii. Contact survey respondents by letter to get volunteers and donors.  Willa and Emily will collect names and contact info from surveys.  Christine will work on letter.
iv. Sandy will work on getting the City website to put up a Central Park Project link highlighted in the What’s New Box.

c. Expanding fundraising initiatives

i. Master Gardeners will accept donations for the Central Park project at the Farmers Market at their plant clinic table on Saturdays.  Jim Fowler will be in charge of organizing.  

ii. Memorial plaques

1. Sandy Dietrich suggested we sell memorial plaques for $1000 for the nine benches in the park to raise money.

2. It was also suggested we install a group of donor plaques in areas around the park.  We could have sponsors for different garden areas or donor plaques on the kiosk.
iii. We have almost enough money for plants and are getting donations from local nurseries.  Jan Bower will work with new MG Mary Yaussy on requesting donations from nurseries.  Emily will get them a plant list and more info as soon as possible.  Also consider approaching Jan Bridge about native grass donations.
iv. Use kiosk for donor recognition

v. Is it possible to put a donation message in the City Services bill?  Is this worth pursuing?

d. Volunteer Recruitment

i. Potential groups we can call on for help with the April planting are: Master Gardeners, Davis service clubs and UCD Botany Club and EH and Landscape Club, and the Central Park West Neighborhood Association.  We need a system for RSVPing for community work days to avoid being overwhelmed with volunteers.
4. Design









a.  Vegetable Garden
i. A plot design and seasonal list of vegetables will be submitted to the committee next week.  Rough plot plan is three beds with two 2-foot pathways with support structures.  No raised beds are planned now.  In the future we want to make the vegetable bed handicap accessible.  It was suggested to ask for help from Master Gardener Cid Barcellos who has practical experience in Horticultural Therapy.  

b. Shed location.

i. Sandy raised safety concerns about the shed location proposed next to the Teen Center building due to heavy bike and pedestrian traffic along this corridor.
ii. Another location was scoped out between the flower and sensory gardens; the committee prefers an area that the shed can be hidden and blend into the flow of the garden.  

