Central Park Gardens 
Minutes of the Steering Committee  

11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., 7/23/08 

Members Present:  Christine Deamer, Jim Fowler, Emily Griswold, Linda Parsons, Willa Pettygrove (recording), Peg Smith, Bob Stephenson (City staff), Mary Yaussy

1.  Updates


a.  Emily announced that one of the new housing developments on B Street, located directly across from the Sensory Garden, has passed its first hurdle for planning entitlements.  This should be a benefit, with new homeowners who will appreciate the common space afforded by the garden.

b.  Emily reported that the City funds for pathway renovation, $3500, have been encumbered and will be available to spend in FY 2008-2009.


c. Willa reported on Search for Excellence application.  Amounts of prizes have been announced (via the State Master Gardener website, $250 first prize).  She will not be attending the State conference but could go to Asilomar to receive the award if we are selected and no one else can go.  Conference is scheduled for Sept 24-26.

d..  Emily and Peg shared the page mockups for the Shutterfly photo book that was given as a thank you give to Marlene Sisemore and Gino Cortopassi.


e.  Emily reported that she had been informed that spending on the Slosson grant had to be completed in FY 2007-2008.  This is a change from prior years, when Slosson funds could be carried over; about $7700 remains unspent in our grant.  Emily has pursued remedies within UC ANR; she wrote an extension request to hort professor Dave Burger who will recommend that ANR grant a one year extension to the grant.
2.  Education Programs
a.  Peg reported that she met with Master Gardeners Steve Radosevich, Debbie Ariola, and Christine Joshel, to plan the workshops for July through December 2008 and January through June 2009.  The committee discussed the following workshops and events.  This is a tentative schedule that still needs to be finalized.
· July 26, 2008, 9 am – Garden tour with Emily
· August 30, 2008, 9 am – Garden tour with Peg

· September 6, 2008, 9-10 am – Fall vegetable planting
· September 6, 2008, 10:30-11:30 am – Fall planting (design for year-round interest, best plants for our area)

· October 1, 2008, 4:30-7:30 pm – Fall Open House

· October 11, 2008, 9-10 am – Dividing perennials

· October 11, 2008, 10:30-11:30 am – Starting wildflowers from seed

· November 1, 2008, 9-10 am – Preparing for winter in the garden

· November 1, 2008, 10:30-11:30 am – Tool care, sharpening, and cleaning

The UCD Arboretum Plant Sale will be October 4, providing a good opportunity for publicizing our October workshops on dividing perennials and starting wildflowers from seed.

The Central Park Garden fall open house will be Wednesday, October 1, 2008 from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.   Christine said she had many fun children’s activities left from the Davis Green Home and Garden Show and would be glad to contribute them.  Pig Day in the spring was also discussed as a good opportunity to have children’s activities in the garden.
b.  There was general support for school tours open to classroom groups with their teachers.  The plan is to offer one per month (6 to 8 total in the year), having the students come in the morning or early afternoon on Fridays with a brown bag lunch.  Activities will include games.  Volunteer docents are needed.  Peg will organize the tour schedule.  Linda, Christine, and Mary (pending her work schedule) volunteered to help with tours.
3.  Sculpture Garden Concept


Emily introduced the idea of continuing to seek commissioned sculptures for the garden in partnership with the Civic Arts Commission.  The committee expressed some concerns about “overdoing” art in the garden – art shouldn’t overshadow the plantings.  There was general support for the addition of one more sculpture, as a focal point on the north end of the garden in the area between the flag pole and the vegetable garden.  Ideas included making the sculpture “kid-friendly” (i.e. they can climb on it without hurting themselves or the piece) but not explicitly a play structure.  Ideas for garden themed sculptures included insects and vegetables.  Emily will communicate the committee’s interest to Robert Reich, Civic Arts Coordinator, and try to get the sculpture idea on the agenda for a Civic Arts Commission meeting.  
4.  Future Planning


Emily provided a copy of her “Future Planning Brainstorm” from one year ago.  It was gratifying to see how much has been accomplished in the past year!  Among items still needing priority attention are:
· Design and construction of archways over Rose and Flower Garden entries

· Purchasing and organizing tools

· Pathway and edging  renovation throughout

· New planting development in the California Native, Beneficial Habitat, and Waterwise gardens

· Design and construction of raised beds arbors, and accessible planters in the Vegetable garden

· Development of a volunteer team for the vegetable garden

· Establish partnership with MLK and DSIS schools

Emily will produce an updated project list and circulate it to the committee before the next meeting.  A couple new ideas came up during the future planning discussion:

· Working with the City to gradually phase in more drip irrigation (this has the potential to improve the health of our plantings, save water, and reduce weed growth in pathways)

· Pursuing permission for composting in the gardens

· Developing a vine tunnel in the Vegetable Garden as a kid-friendly feature
· Collecting irrigation parts as toys for children’s activities

· Scheduling another plant labeling work day to complete putting out new labels

(Meeting ended sometime after my departure at 1:00 p.m.)

Willa Pettygrove

Interim secretary
