Central Park Gardens
Steering Committee Meeting Minutes
11:30 am – 1:00 pm, August 19, 2009
Committee Members in Attendance: Lisa Buckman, Linda Parsons, Emily Griswold, Christine Deamer, Peggy Smith, Gail Morris, James Fowler, Dorothy Peterson
1. Updates





a. Irrigation status report 

Emily, Peg and Linda worked on CPG sprinkler heads-watering in the garden is more effective.
b. Brochure and kiosks complete!

Kiosks are in and are well received.  Key to the new garden kiosk cabinets is in the shed in the middle drawer of the plastic storage caddy.

Committee agreed to donate member’s money in the amount of $50.00 to purchase a gift certificate from The Paint Chip for Mark Deamer. Members present at this meeting signed a thank you note for Mark Deamer and a note for Shaunie Briggs.

c. Green Schools, May 2010

Dorothy informed the committee that the Green Schools Project spring event isn’t materializing at this point. Davis Farm to Schools will sponsor the “Chicken Coop Tour” for Green Schools Week.  The bike/auto tour is scheduled for May 20,2010. Currently, nothing has been planned for this event..

d. Memorials
A new memorial bench is planned to honor John Peel in CPG. It will be located near the flagpole area on the east edge of the Waterwise Garden.

Randii MacNear has approached Emily about dedicating a dwarf fruit tree (maybe citrus) in honor of Phyllis, a long-time market employee who passed away recently.

2. Open House Planning








a. Scheduling

Open House is scheduled for Saturday, October 31,2009 in order to coincide with the Avenue of the Scarecrows Event.

This event should be placed on the Master Gardener Monthly calendar. This will help to inform and recruit volunteers for this event.
b. Avenue of the Scarecrows and Fall Festival plans

Dorothy discussed the Avenue of the Scarecrow Event and noted that it is the biggest market day of the year. There will be 65 scarecrows made by Davis school children. There may be some Davis business sponsored scarecrows as well.
Dorothy will discuss the Avenue of the Scarecrows with Carrie Juchau, the event coordinator, to propose a north route to have the scarecrows lead people to the vicinity of the vegetable garden.

For the fall festival, there will be pumpkin carving, face painting, a baby pig (piglet) area and a magic show.

c. Hours of event

We decided to hold the event from 9 am to noon.

d. Plant starts idea

Emily raised the idea of selling plant starts at the Open House this year as a new way to raise funds and engage visitors.  Her idea is to start and sell plants in small 2” pots.  Some plants could also be bought in from Cornflower Farms.  The committee was enthusiastic about this idea with the caveat that we should be prepared to use all leftover plants in the garden so nothing goes to waste.
e. Ideas for featured elements

The committee reviewed the outline for Open House events from 2008 and discussed scaling back some activities because there will already be a lot of activity in the park.

Christine will not be available, so we decided not to offer children’s activities.  We also decided not to serve food in order to simplify the event.  The major features of the event will include information tables in the Rose and Flower Garden, Sensory Garden, Meadow, and Vegetable Garden areas with plants for sale.  The Master Gardener information table will be relocated from the Farmers Market to the Sensory Garden on that morning.  We will still put up the Sensory Garden smelling activity.  Free seeds will also be offered again.

The Vegetable Garden will be more of an entrance this year with more energy focused on that side of the garden from its proximity to the scarecrows.  Business-sponsored scarecrows will be located in Central Park Gardens to attract attention and tie to the other activities in the park.

3. Public Art RFQ








a. Process

Emily briefly discussed the RFQ information, in regard to selecting an artist and a suitable child orientated project for the north area of CPG.  Emily suggested that the pre-selection of candidates and the candidate interviews be completed by early October to allow plenty of time to develop a proposal for the City of Davis art grants.  Art grant funding is still somewhat tentative, but we will proceed with the assumption that grant funds will be available.

b. Publicity ideas

Emily plans to send the RFQ to the Yolo County Arts Council for inclusion in one of their email newsletters and on their website.  She will also spread the word to local galleries and the UCD art department.

c. Selection committee

Jim, Lisa, Emily, Nik Joshi, Linda, and Mark Rivera will be on the selection committee.

The meeting adjourned at 1:15 pm.  Agenda items 4, 5, and 6 were not discussed.

4. Education










a. Fall workshops

b. Cooking Fresh from Farm and Garden update

5. Interpretation








a. Plant labels

b. Signage ideas
c. Maps
6. Work Planning Update







a. Review quarterly work plan
