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Central Park Gardens (CPG)

Steering Committee Meeting Minutes
11:30 am – 1:00 pm, September 16, 2009

Members Present:
 Lisa Buckman, Jim Fowler, Emily Griswold, Willa Pettygrove, 



Peg Smith, Ruth Williams 
1.  Updates

a.  Bench: Emily reported that an armrest on the Rick Blanchard memorial bench (near the apple tree) had fallen off.  Lisa agreed to get City staff to follow up on the repair.

b.  Irrigation status report: Emily reported that visitors to the park had reported  standing water in some areas of the park, made worse because bikes have been ridden through the soggy DG.  There was consensus after discussion of various alternatives that the problem may solve itself as we continue with path upgrades.  An Eagle Scout candidate is considering the garden for his project.

c. Weed control report:   Emily reported on her work with Martin Guerena to spot treat the meadow garden with glyphosate.  Volunteers will follow up with sheet mulching.
c.  Plaque for mosaic sculpture:  Mark Rivera has finally decided on a name for his CPG sculpture, “Flutter and Hum”.  He has reviewed the font on the proposed plaque, which will be mounted on a small plinth at the base of the sculpture.

2.  Fall Events

a. Workshops for October 10 will be:  Jim Fowler, teaching the propagation class, and 

Cynthia Berndt teaching a class on shade perennials.  Willa will make signs.

b.  Fall Workdays will happen without Emily’s presence.  She will be asking some of the Steering Committee to lead workdays on 10/24 and 11/7.

3.  Public Art RFQ
 So far there has been a small response to the announcement via the Yolo County Arts Council, but the deadline is 9/30 so we expect more submissions.  Jim Fowler, Mark Rivera, Lisa Buckman, Linda Parsons, Nik Joshi, and Emily will meet on 10/5 to choose 3 finalists, who will be interviewed and asked to submit a final proposal.

4.  Open House Planning
The Avenue of the Scarecrows will direct people to CPG via pumpkin carving in the Farmers Market.  Steering Committee members thought that scarecrows gave enough spookiness to the event without more macabre décor in the garden.  Willa will do plant labels in time for the event.  
The Steering Committee  reviewed a list of plant starts to be offered for sale as a fundraiser for CPG.  In addition to the list which Emily and others will start, we recommended grass starts purchased from Cornflower Farms and Walking Onion bulblets. Emily will contact volunteers for help with watering when she is traveling.  Jim will making plant labels.

The Committee reviewed the features and activities listed on the agenda, as follows:

i. General features – signage testing, t-shirt sales

ii. Rose and Flower Garden

1. Flower starts for sale

2. Seed giveaway

3. Info about butterfly and hummingbird gardening and recommended roses

iii. Sensory Garden

1. Smelling game

2. Information about herb gardening, edible landscaping

3. General MG info table here?

4. Central Park Gardens t-shirts and information

iv. Meadow

1. Wildflower and grass starts for sale

2. Wildflower seed giveaway

3. Info about meadow gardening, CA natives

v. Vegetable Garden

1. Vegetable starts for sale

2. Info about vegetable gardening

3. City IPM table

4. Project Compost

It will be most important to coordinate our publicity efforts with Davis Farm to School Connection and the Farmers Market. Our own contribution can be miniflyers in each kiosk.

For Master Gardener involvement, Emily will identify a list of tasks and Jim will forward them to Delynda.  The Master Gardeners will relocate their table to the garden; Tree Davis may also have a table.

5.  Mothers Day Tea in the Garden
Kate Hutchinson at Ciocolat has approached Emily about doing a fundraiser tea in CPG to benefit CPG.  Price for the tea is estimated at $25 for Ciocolat, with a premium charged for garden seating. Kate will do all reservation, ticketing, food prep, etc.  She estimates 60 people per seating in the garden and three seatings (10 a.m., Noon, 2 p.m.).  CPG will be responsible for set up including tables and chairs, table décor, and cushions for seating on seat walls.  Kate is able to borrow tents, although we thought umbrellas might be more practical. 

Ruth Williams showed samples of corsages that guests could make.  Including the corsage activity, we expect the charge for each guest for the tea would be $40.

6.  Composting
a.  Bin repair, setup:  Peg and Emily will go to the teaching nursery on campus to see what is needed to use the bin.

b.  Chipper shredder:  In response to questions it was determined (again) that the machine could be stored in the HVAC controller area of 3rd and B, and locked to the building. Emily has already identified a model that will meet our requirements. Lisa will investigate options for secure storage.
7.  Interpretation

The Committee reviewed a sample of the map to post on the kiosks.  The maps will be printed on magnetic sheets (est. cost $100 each) so they will readily affix to the kiosks.  The legend and other map information will be on the flyers which visitors may take.  
