Central Park Gardens
Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

11:30 am – 1:00 pm, April 21, 2010
Present:
Lisa Buckman, Jim Fowler, Peg Smith, Ruth Williams, Jan Bower, Gail Morris, Emily Griswold

1. Updates
a. Compost donation
The recent compost donation from Jepson Prairie Organics in Dixon had a putrid smell.  Ruth and Jim got the compost spread, but there were some complaints.  It was decided that the next time that we request compost we should specify that it be “greenwaste only.”  This compost was “hot” compost with a lot of food wastes in it.  We should not need more compost for another six months.
b. Central Park design public meeting
A community meeting to discuss Central Park’s play area, broken fountain and other issues will be held at the Veteran’s Memorial at 7 p.m. on April 26.  One of the issues is extending the gardens along B Street to Fifth Street.  It was decided that we are happy with the present size of the gardens and are already stretching ourselves to take care of them.  The proposal from the city would almost double its current size.  Emily mentioned that they would hire a landscape designer to do the plan for the additional gardens, but Lisa said there is really no money and staff for additional gardens.

c. Caterpillar sculpture

Emily sent us several photos by email of Faducci’s steel structure for the caterpillar sculpture and asked for our reaction to it.  She said Solomon Bassoff is working hard on completing the sculpture now that he has the signed contract.

2. Mothers Day Tea Plans
a. Publicity
Emily distributed posters to women’s clothing stores downtown.  She suggested posting more posters to “bastions of womanhood,” such as hair salons, spas, etc. and will leave posters in the shed for steering committee members to distribute.  Willa laminated posters and positioned them at major garden entrances.  Some publicity has also been sent to the Davis Enterprise.  
b. Site prep/ pinwheels

Currently, there are some blue plastic pinwheels in the garden in recognition of child abuse prevention month.  Permission was given for their placement along the sidewalk, but they were still placed in various locations in the garden.  The pinwheels and their associated sign should be removed from the garden by May 1.

c. Furniture

We are renting chairs.  The tables are coming from the Arboretum.  Scheduling the pick-up of this material needs to be done, and Jim agreed to help out with this duty.
d. Flower arrangements

Dorothy is still on board to do the flower arrangements for the tables and requests that flowers be left on her front porch at 753 Plum Lane, Davis before Sunday.

e. Set up and clean up

Emily has student volunteers coming at 8:30 a.m. for set up; clean up will be at 4:30 p.m. after the tea.  Emily will be there for the set-up and then have tea with her family and return for the clean-up.  There will be three seatings:  10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.  Emily will try to get a green belt parking permit for Jim to bring in the tables and chairs.  Peg volunteered to work on getting cushions for seating on the seat walls.
f. Corsage activity
Gail tried a sample corsage with roses and a paper lace doily.  She would like to have another person helping her because she cannot stay all afternoon.  Corsage-making sessions will be one-hour long at 10 a.m., 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.

g. Plant sale

Emily has 176 tomato plants ready to be sold.  She also has some basil.  The plant sale may have to be on another occasion if we do not have enough volunteers to help with it.

h. Music
It was decided not to have music.

3. Pathway Renovation Project

a. Civil Engineering Student Group

Lisa has a group signed up to do the edging, but they need a miter saw.  Peg and Emily will discuss the tool list later.  The work on the pathway will be done this Saturday and Sunday.  They will be using a generator so no electrical cords are needed.

4. Interpretation Update

a. Progress on sign development
Gail showed the committee the signs that have been drafted by those working on the Signage Project.  Suggestions were made for improvement on the signs, and this information will be passed on by Gail and Emily at the next signage meeting.
5. Spring Work Days

a. Wed, April 21, 5:30-7:30 pm

b. Wed, May 5, 6-8 pm

c. Wed, May 19, 6-8 pm

d. Wed, June 2, 6-8 pm

Emily needs help for the June 2nd work day because she will be out of town.

We did not get to the last item on the agenda.

Submitted by

Jan Bower, Secretary

