Central Park Gardens Steering Committee

Meeting Minutes

May 19, 2010

In attendance  - Emily Griswold, Jim Fowler, Lisa Buckman, Gail Morris and Peg Smith

Call to order 11:30 AM
Central Park Garden Design Public Meeting. 

Emily attended the meeting as the Central Park gardens Steering Committee representative. The City would like to extend the current configuration of the public garden to the corner of B St. and Russell Blvd. Potential ideas are to also include a child friendly area to encourage more activity in that area of the park. The Steering Committee discussed the feasibility of the present volunteer base to cover a more extensive garden with regard to adequate maintenance. The consensus was that at this time the volunteer base was fully involved and could not cover any further development of the park.  All present were supportive of the City aims for the extension plans.

Lisa will enquire of city staff what funding is available for the development, construction and maintenance of any extension to the public garden.

Caterpillar Art Piece

The artwork is now developed to the first coating of cement. Faduucci has provided photo updates. Installation is estimated for October 2010. Actions to take before installation are the installation of the bender board edging of the designated area and the removal of poor quality soil/decomposed granite mix and replacement with new decomposed granite. Peg Smith agreed to take care of the bender board installation. 

Tour of School Garden Coordinators

The tour was led by Jim Fowler and Linda Parsons. Jim reported positive feedback from the coordinators and a range of questions from a knowledgeable group.

Mothers Day Tea

Attendance was good with the majority of attendees at the first and third seatings. Approximately $1000 was raised from the Tea and plant sales combined. 

Suggestions for next year:

· the corsages worked well but it would be best to give a pre-made corsage to each mother. 

· seating was a little confusing there is a need for a designated staff person for seating or to provide the volunteer staff with a seating chart.

· additional volunteers for the plant sale table – 2 hour shifts

Recycled Art Fair and Green Schools Expo

The remaining plants (mostly tomato) will be for sale at this May 22nd event.

Garden Rentals

A discussion as to the pros and cons of making the garden available for rental for special events through a city process raised the following points:


- an additional fee should be charged (relative to other park rental facilities) owing to the uniqueness of the site


- liability/damage to the garden issues would need to clearly defined


- a garden volunteer should staff each function


- hours should be on a limited 2 or 4 hour basis maximum


- the size of the group should also be limited to under 50

Pathway Renovation Project

Lisa and Emily led the Civil Engineering Students for a two-day installation work project. They were very pleased at the quality of the work.

Interpretation Sign Development Update

Several mockups for interpretive signs have now been developed. The next step is to produce a fully designed piece for each topic and install them on a temporary basis in the garden to gauge the public interest and response.

Steering Committee Vacancy

Suggestions of groups from which to recruit for the vacancy on the steering committee are Community Development, Environmental Horticulture, Urban Horticulture, Arboretum Ambassador Program and Project Compost. Recommendations/suggestions are to be sent to Emily.

Education Program

Two classes were held in May: Summer Pruning of Fruit Tress, and Water Conservation and Drip Irrigation Techniques. Both were well attended. The June class will be on Lavender Distillation. There will be no classes in July or August. Projected classes for the Fall are Propagation Techniques, Transforming Lawn into Drought Tolerant Meadow, Winter Vegetable Garden and Dormant Pruning and Care of Fruit Trees.

Adjourned 1PM

Respectfully submitted

Peg Smith

