
 

7. THE STATE FARM PROMOTION COMMITTEE 
 

 

 

As reported in column 6, 
the assembled "mass" 
voted to form two groups 
and elected people to carry 
out the respective 
purposes. 
 
The first was named "The 
State Farm Promotion 
Committee" (some called it 
the "boom committee").  

 

George Pierce was elected 
chair of this committee.  
 
The second was “a 
permanent organization” 
for the town (Column 8). 
 
A Finance Committee was 
also appointed. 



 

At least three of 

the seven man 

Promotion 

Committee were 

graduates of the 

University of 

California, the 

sons of pioneer 

farmers, and had 

inherited their 

wealth from their 

fathers. 

Here we see George 

Kirk Swingle's 

prominent role in 

Davisville affairs. 

 

(Sketch reproduced from Joann 

Larkey, Davisville '68.) 

  

 

 



 

 

Sketch 

of the 

life of  

Otis 

Wilber 

by 

Joann 

Larkey 

in her 

Davis 

Enter-

prise 

"Port- 

raits of 

the 

Past" 

column 

 

 

 



 

Sketch 

of the life 

of Doctor 

Walter 

Bates by 

Joann 

Larkey in 

her 

Davis 

Enter-

prise 

"Por-

traits of 

the Past" 

series 

 

 

 

 



 

Joann 

Larkey 

sketch of 

Albert June 

Plant in her 

Davis 

Enterprise 

"Portraits of 

the Past" 

series 

 

 

 



 

The Bates and 

LaRue families 

as shown in a 

photograph 

appearing in 

Joann Larkey, 

Davisville '68. 

 

This is the only 

known 

photograph of 

Jacob LaRue, 

who died in 

early 1906 at 

age 46, not long 

after this 

photograph was 

taken. 
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