
 

12. THE CHIEF BOOSTER: SCOTT 
 

 

 

While the Promotion 
Committee and the 
Chamber of Commerce 
lobbied the State Farm 
Selection Committee and 
pointed out all the 
outstanding features of the 
area, Judge William A. 
Scott, owner, publisher 
and editor of the  
 

 

Davisville Enterprise, 
lobbied the town itself to 
“shape up.” 
 
As indicated below and in 
other examples 
throughout, Scott 
unashamedly promoted 
Davisville and urged the 
populace to action.  





  

Perhaps there is no 

single example more 

revealing of Scott's self-

appointed role as "The 

Davisville Booster" than 

this front page column 

about the Gold Medal 

Almonds (and other 

items) on January 14, 

1905. 

 

Scott freely admits his 

bias . . . . 

 

 

. . . . but is also quick to 

point out that he is right! 

 

. . . . and then reminds 

his readers that this is 

not an isolated case. 

 

 

. . . . then presents more 

fearless predictions . . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

. . . . but then concludes 

with another shot at the 

Men's League. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The WCTU had a weekly column in 

the Enterprise. This is an excerpt 

from the one for the week of April 1, 

1905. 
 

Although Editor Scott was an active 

member of the Presbyterian Church, 

and therefore (publicly at least) did 

not drink, he is careful here to 

distance himself from the WCTU. 
 

The reason may have been the eight 

Davisville saloons and their patrons. 

Alienating all those Enterprise 

subscribers was hardly good 

business. 

 

 

The WCTU and their allies were an important 

but not decisive force in Davisville life. Here 

we see them struggle to turn back a move to 

establish a ninth saloon in the town.   

 

 

 





 

Scott's 

Print 

Shop, 

303 G 

Street, c. 

1925. 

 

From the 

left: Scott, 

Kathryn 

King Scott, 

unidentified 

linotype 

operator, 

Reverend 

Nathan 

Fiske. 

 

(Photo in the Larkey 

Collection, Yolo 

County Archives.) 
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