
DSHS PTA
Meeting Notes
Date:  Wednesday, October 10, 2010
Time:  7:30 pm to 9:15 pm

In Attendance
Lea Darrah, Carolee Gregg, Debbie Austin, Eve Dunaway, Sandra Schickele, Cathy Farman, Colleen Costello-Kriedler, Jacqui Moore, Cathie Pereira, Widgen Neagley, Sheri Sanderg, Julie Clayton, Leslie Hunter, Rachel Aptekar, Steve DuBay, Madeline Brattesani, Susan Hulsizer, Judy Fletcher, Al Ghaffari, Ning Zong, Jean Ye, Julie Schoenung, Kiley Atnanasiou, Caulots Ajedemir,  Bricky C., Courtney J., and Bob Darragh

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:37 by President Lea Darrah.  The PTA Board, DSHS staff, parents and student representatives introduced themselves.

Approval of September Minutes and October Agenda
A motion was made by Widgen Neagley to approve the September minutes and October agenda.   The motion passed unopposed.

Student Reports:
Bricky C., and Courtney J., senior and junior class presidents, respectively, discussed preparations for Homecoming week including themes and activities. Superheroes are the theme for this year with Superman, Spiderman and Batman representing the Senior, Junior and Sophomore classes, respectively.

Musical Monday, Tie Dye Tuesday, World-Wide Wednesday, Marvel Thursday and Fiercely Blue Friday are the daily themes.  The Homecoming parade is on Friday at 1 p.m.  followed by football games and a carnival from 5 to 9 p.m. An awesome halftime show is planned.  The Homecoming dance is from 9:30 p.m. to midnight.

Blue Devil snuggies and Homecoming t-shirts will be available for purchase during the week.  ASB discounts are available on these items.

Students need signed permission slips to work on the class floats and participate in the parade.  Dance bids will also need to be signed by parents.  

Unfortunately, the PSAT is the next morning after the dance. Student government discussed moving the dance, however, Friday night of Homecoming week was the date of choice.

Lastly, the Blue and White Foundation will host a groundbreaking and dedication ceremony for the new stadium that evening.

Treasurer’s Report:  Sandra Schickele
Sandra Schickele presented the following four checks for payment:
·    Lea Darragh $55.18, Hospitality
·    Carolee Gregg, $278.40, PTA Newsletter expenses
·    Susan Hulsizer, $56.69, PTA Newsletter expenses
·    Cathy Farnam, $250.00, Parent Education

The payments total $640.27.  The balance (10/6/2010) is $47,378.90. Sandra moved to approve the payments listed.  The motion carried.

Membership and PIE Update:  Sandra Schickele
Sandra Schickele noted that PIE donations are already $2170 over the expectations in the budget.  However, currently Membership dues and directory purchases are below budget numbers by about the same number.  Applications for PTA membership have been received by the teachers.

Principal’s Report:  Dr. Jacquelyn Moore
·    Thanks to the PTA and especially Leslie Hunter and the parent volunteers for the wonderful teacher breakfast.
·    Leadership and students are discussing moving Homecoming (parade, football games and dance) to Saturday to be able to have a full day of activities.
·    Graduation location continues to be discussed by the a group of 23 senior, the ASB and the administration.  The students are overwhelming in their support for graduation on the DSHS campus.  UCD costs about $25,000 and seats more than 4500. In contrast, the new football stadium is free but only seats about 1600 to 1800 (home bleachers) and 300 (visitor bleachers).  Bleacher rental, parking and timeline are being investigated as part of a proposal to move graduation to DSHS.  A decision is expected by mid-November.
·    Safety, Parking  and Access Issues: a) Street crossing near DSHS is     dangerous.     Currently, a Davis Police officer is helping ensure safety.      The possibility of using parent volunteers as crossing guards is being     discussed. The issue is greatest in the morning and volunteers would     be needed from 7:30 to 7:50 a.m.  b) Parking for DSHS visitors,     guests and volunteers is also     being looked into by the school.  c) The          right-turn only status (limit the times to school hours) for the Oak     Street and 14th Street (change to right turn only) are also being     discussed. d) The solar panels to be installed at Oak Street to generate     electricity for the campus will unfortunately require the removal of     several trees. The supports for the panels should not pose an     additional hazard for the drivers who use the lot. e) Campus Parking     permits may not work because the Veteran’s Parking Lot is a joint use     area with the City of Davis
·    Please keep the new stadium clean, at least 30 additional garbage and     recycling containers are needed. DWR and PTA grants were discussed     as options to fund these containers.
·    Unfortunately, a lot of unruly students attended the Davis - Jesuit     soccer game at Yudin field earlier this month.  There were several     incidents of inexcusable, dehumanizing and unsafe behavior.  The     police were called because the refs felt threatened by DSHS students.     Several solutions have been proposed including: a) additional spacing     between the field and spectators, b) DJUSD will purchase Campus     Supervisor jackets for staff so that they can be easily identified, c)     relocate the game to the U.C. Davis or change the start time to early     in the day, d) require students to have their ASB card at the game. An     infraction could result in the loss of the ASB card or ejection from the     game and loss of future privileges (attendance at dance and other     sporting events), e) hire additional event security and increase DJUSD     staffing.
·    A contest for a second Davis Alma Mater song is being discussed. 

Counselor’s Report:  Ms. Periera
The counselor staff is now back at seven full-time equivalents after starting the school year with only five. The start of the year has been busy, for example, there were 257 requests for schedule changes on the first day of the school year.

Currently, there are now about 330 students for each counselor and the parent expectation is that all students have an opportunity to connect with their counselor at DSHS. It was suggested by a parent that the counselors schedule additional meetings with students at lunch and at other times to get to know the students.  

So far there have been 3 lunch time workshops for seniors applying to college and 2 in the evening.  A UC presentation is scheduled for the 7th of October.  The counselors plan to meet with the 3 PTA Listserve Administrators to optimize family communication.

Communication with 9th grade parents may be facilitated by increased use of a Counselor Page on the PTA website, as well as, placing important information on Progress Reports and Report Cards.  

Scholarship and Financial Aid Office Presentation:  Ms. Clayton
This office (located near the Counselor’s office in the Administration building and is open from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) is a great resource that provides students and parents information on scholarships, study abroad, jobs, careers, volunteer opportunities, financial aid among other items.  Naviance is also an important tool for college selection and application that is available in the office and to all students and parents (the 10th grade students will be added to the web-based system soon and will soon receive an introduction\training through their English class and counselor).

Parents and students may drop in to the office without an appointment with questions and concerns.

Currently, the office is hosting colleges (50 so far) that are visiting campus to make presentations to students.  In January to March, the office focuses on financial aid including the FAFSA, Cal Grants and other sources of funds.   Davis is fortunate to have a large and supportive local scholarship program for students.  A scholarship bulletin is published every two weeks.  In March, the office puts on a Fair focused on summer activities and scholarships. The year culminates with Senior Award Night in June at the IPAB.

Teacher Report:  Ms. Neagley
Ms. Neagley thanked the PTA for the excellent breakfast.  The teachers are looking at the Master Schedule and class size, as well as, the parking, sports and trash can issues discussed earlier.

Ms. Sandberg Ransome
Davis Farms to School is offering matching funds (up to $500) to support gardens at school sites. Due to the timing of the Davis Farms to School program (deadline 9/28) and the PTA grants (just starting) Lea requested a  presentation on the gardens be made at the meeting.  The gardens, near the IPAB, are used by the Zoology, Botany and Photography classes, among others, and provide an on-campus lab for these classes.  A joint proposal from Science and Art is planned for the purchase of additional plants and equipment.  The proposal will be reviewed by the PTA Grants Committee and the Executive Board with the Principal.

Committee Report: Eve Dunaway (Parent Education) 
Parent Education speakers have confirmed for:
Friday Oct 8th: Race to Nowhere from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Davis University Covenant Church. Tickets are $15 at the door.
Wed. Nov 10th 7-9 pm Dr. Sally Springer: Preparing for the Four Year University. Her book, Admission Matters, is available for loan from Julie Clayton.
Wed. Feb. 9th 7-9 pm Don Palm and Darlene Hunter: Preparing for the Community College and Transfer.
Wed. May 11th 7-10 pm Gail Merlie from the Safety Center: Alive at 25 Parent Program.

Leslie Hunter (Hospitality) 
The first PTA breakfast for the teachers was a success. About 50 people dropped off food at Leslie’s home and others brought dishes to campus.  There were lots of donations and appreciation from the teachers.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15.

Respectfully submitted by Bob Darragh
