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2013-2014
WELCOME BACK TO THE DAVINCI/EMERSON/HOLMES BANDS!
Most of you have been through this before so please use this abbreviated version of the handbook to refresh your memory on rehearsal practices and explore the new information on projects and grading.  I’m excited to welcome you back to our program and look forward to all of the amazing music we will be making together this year.
Reminders:

Jazz Band is a group learning activity.  Rehearsals are the means by which musicians learn ensemble skills, and by their very nature, cannot be reproduced or made up.  Therefore, it is imperative that musicians be present in rehearsal. 
Individual preparation (practice) for mastery of your own parts is essential to the success of our band and the utilization of our rehearsal time.
Ensembles that you participate in outside of school are an excellent addition to the musical experience, however; a rehearsal, regardless of the group, is not the same as practice and does not train the body in the same manner as appropriate technique exercises do.
Grading:

A musician’s grade in band is based on the following:

1. Daily Participation ……………………………..……….40%

2. Concert Participation …...………………………………30%

3. Tests, Homework and “The Project”….…...………...….30%

Total              100%
Some guidelines for daily participation points (average of 20 points per day):

Tardy (not set up and ready to play at the bell) 
-10


Playing out of turn





 -5 (each offense)

General Disruption (talking, making noise…)
 -5 (each offense)

Missing music, instrument, reed or sticks

-15 

(Does not apply to instruments that are in the repair shop)
Helping other students practice, giving lessons at the elementary school, “caught being positive or helpful” can all result in plus points in class participation even if they happen outside of class time.

Some guidelines for concert participation points (20 points possible for each concert):


Unexcused absence with/without prior notification

-20 (of 20)


Excused absence with/without prior notification

-0 (of 20)


Tardy (in place after the start of warm-ups)


-10


Inappropriate concert dress




TBD


Not signed in/out






-5

Caught being positive, extra help before/after

+ Pts TBD

A reminder that appropriate concert dress is: 
Men; Black dress shoes (not “vans”/sneakers), No white socks, Black slacks (no jeans), Black button down long sleeve shirt.  If you are going to wear a t-shirt underneath your formal shirt, please make sure it has no logos or designs that show through.

Women; same as the men or; Black dress (no strapless or spaghetti straps), Black Skirt/Black Blouse.  Skirts and dress length must be below the knee when sitting (you will be sitting on an elevated stage, above the audience) and all blouses must have some sleeve.  Footwear must be appropriate to the outfit.

Some guidelines for testing:

Playing tests (scales and parts of our music) will be on set days throughout the quarter, if you feel you have mastered the information before that time please feel free to come and play for me.  You may re-test as many times as you would like until the last week of the quarter.  If you are absent on a test day it is your responsibility to seek me out for a make-up test time.
Some guidelines for Homework:
Practice for this class is assumed and is not a graded part of the class.  An appropriate amount of practice for your level is 20 minutes a day six days a week.  A little practice daily is more impactful than a lot once or twice a week.  

Homework will be assigned through school loop and will involve music theory, history, and listening events.
“The Project”: 
Musicians will select one of the options below

Each option has separate criteria that must be followed

Musicians’ will complete the “project proposal” form and submit this to Mr. Quick for approval on or before the end of the first quarter .

Project may be completed and submitted at any time after approval (or at event specified in the project) and must be submitted by the end of the fourth week of the fourth quarter

Project grades will be included in the fourth quarter grade
OPTIONS
Performance
· Musician(s) will present a solo or small ensemble public performance no shorter that twenty minutes in length

· Program planning,  rehearsals, and performance need to be documented and submitted (by each member of the group) on an event reflection form

· Submit a five minute video/audio excerpt of the performance

Video Presentation
· Musician will create a 5-10 minute video presentation about their band instrument on a topic of their choice

· Example:
· Instrument set-up, take down

· Technique

· Tone

· Proper breathing, posture

· Submit an even reflection form

Research Paper
· Musician will write a 3-6 page research paper on a musical topic of their choice

· Topics may range from music history, evaluation of a musical genre, instrument technique, evolution of instruments, or specific composers

· Must include a minimum of 5 properly cited sources and title, double-spaced.

· Writing should follow the guidelines of the Writing Evaluation Rubric
Prepare a conducting piece
· Prepare a piece of music that you will conduct at a performance, this piece may be a piece in the ensembles current repertoire or possibly of the musicians choice depending on event programming
· If the musician chooses music that is not currently in the library it is the musician’s responsibility to purchase and copy the materials
· Due to time and event constraints, only a few students will be permitted this option.  See Mr. Quick early if this is something you are interested in
Write up/present program notes

· Write up detailed program notes for one of the bands formal concerts, these notes will be inserted into the program

· Present a summary of those notes during the performance

· Due to time and even constraints, only a few students will be permitted this option.  See Mr. Quick early if this is something you are interested in
· Submit an event reflection form
Other topic of interest

· Musicians may propose a project not listed above. If a student elects this option, they must clearly define the project through the proposal form and receive approval from Mr. Quick

Information about school instruments:

School instruments (the school does not own any flutes, clarinets, alto saxophones, or trumpets) will be checked out during the first two weeks of school.  Musicians are expected to bring their home instruments until the school instruments have been checked out.  Musicians in need of a school instrument will bring home a loan contract that will need to be returned before the instrument is used.  Musicians who use a school instrument whether at home or at school will be responsible for that instrument while it is in his or her possession.  In order to keep the instruments working correctly and repair costs down, it is important that all school reed instruments (except bassoon and oboe) have the same model mouthpieces.  These mouthpieces will be provided by the school and will be issued at the same time as the instrument.

All instruments should have (please check this list and update your instrument/case appropriately):
Flute:

Cleaning rod and a soft cloth
Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, Bassoon, Oboe, Saxophones:

At all times have at least 4 working reeds at school; one or two are not enough.  Cork grease and a swab.  It might be time to explore more advanced mouthpieces to help you continue your development.
Trumpet:

Valve oil, Slide grease, soft cloth,  a straight mute and for year two and three please add a cup mute to your collection.
French Horn/Baritone/Tuba:

Slide grease, valve oil, and a soft cloth (even students who use a school instrument will need to provide their own oil)
Trombone:

Slide-O-Mix (no oil is to be used on school instrument slides), water spray bottle, a soft cloth, and for year two and three please add a straight mute to your collection
Percussion:
Same as last year (Sticks, medium yarn mallets, general timpani mallets, hard rubber, and hard plastic mallets (please replace any of these that are missing or damaged) plus for year two and three add a pair of staccato timpani mallets and brushes. 

Contact Information:

Mr. Quick 

DaVinci/Emerson/Holmes Junior High

(530) 757-5454 ex. 160
cquick@djusd.net
School Loop

I try to return calls/emails ahead of the 24-48 working hours’ response time that the district asks, however; at the beginning of the year and at concert times I am not always successful due to the larger volume of e-mails and calls that I receive during the run-up to these events.  Thank you in advance for your patience at these times.

I am always happy to meet with parents and musicians to make sure we are working towards a positive goal.  If you would like to meet with me it is best to schedule an appointment since I am at multiple sites.  Please make sure to check in at the school office for a visitors badge beforehand. 
It is my intent to learn School Loop and use it, along with e-mail and phone, for all group communication this year.  We will all be learning as we go in our first year of school loop so please be patient with the learning curve and ask questions as needed.
Video Release:

Much of the music we play has been used in film and television.  Throughout the year, video and audio recordings may be used to demonstrate the goals of our rehearsals/performances.  Only specific excerpts that demonstrate our material will be used; not whole films/shows.  It is all pre-screened to meet the standards set by the school as appropriate material and does not violate re-screening or copy write rules.  As our music changes every year, it is difficult to list exactly what will be used; however, some examples of years past include:

Disney’s “The Little Mermaid” 


Ken Burn’s “Jazz”


Bernstein’s “West Side Story”


Grieg’s “In the Hall of the Mountain King”


Disney’s “Cars”

Spielberg/Williams “Indiana Jones”

By signing the acknowledgment page at the end of this packet you are authorizing your student to watch/listen to musical excerpts deemed important to the class curriculum.
9. CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2013-2014
10/10 
Holmes, School Assembly Concert, Gym, 4th period assembly schedule, causal (during school)

10/15
D/E, School Assembly Concert, Gym, 4th period assembly schedule, casual (during school)

12/5
DHS Jazz Extravaganza, IPAB, 6:30 call (possible afternoon rehearsal)
3/8
Coconut Grove, Emerson IDC, Time TBD 

5/30
Jazz on a Summers Eve, IPAB, 6:30 call (possible afternoon rehearsal)

TBD
DEH 9th grade band trip                                                                                     

There will need to be a couple of combined rehearsals leading up to each concert.  After we get rolling I will send out a poll on school loop to determine what the best times are to get the majority of the students together before each concert.

Please fill out and return:

We (Parent/Guardian and Musician) have read and discussed the information and concert dates in the band handbook.  
We understand that music is a performance based academic class and requires out-of-school activities as part of the class grade.
Please fill in and Return:

Parent/Guardian Name (print): _______________

Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________
Student Name (print): ______________________

Student Signature: _________________________

Date: ____________________________________
