Emerson PTA Meeting Mintues

February 10, 2015
7:05 p.m. call to order by PTA President. 
In attendance: Christina Sturm, Julie Yule, Stacy Desideri, Kathy Koblik, Desiree Rojas, Diana Hoffman
1. Review and approval of January meeting minutes. All approved.

2. Review and approval of November meeting minutes. All approved.

3. Treasurer’s report: reviewed expenses and donations. No expense written in January. Deposits from donations, Farm to Fork program, e-Scrip and interest. Bank balance stands at $37,421.39. Four teacher grants have yet to be paid: athletic fees (inter-murals), Spanish books, Shakespeare workshop, Ai Wei Wei field trip. Stacy Desideri will email teachers to remind them to submit their receipts as soon as they have them.
a. We have interest in the eScrip position. Julie Yule is emailing Christina Sturm an email she received to help get things rolling.

b. Christina Sturm will contact Charla Kordana to make sure she has what she needs to submit her receipts for reimbursement.

c. Mid-year audit is underway. March presentation anticipated.

d. Stacey Desiree received the check for the music room cabinet and will give it to Lauren for Mr. Zinn.

4. Committee Reports

a. Membership: nothing to report

b. Hospitality: Charla not present but sent in the following via email “the teachers loved their work day lunch. Gourmet Solutionz gave us a great price on a buffet that included several different salads, rolls and fresh baked cookies. To keep the price down the DaVinci Boosters and Emerson PTA bought the drinks. Very well received!”
c. Website/Listserv: not present
d. Fundraising

i. Chipotle fundraiser considered a success with $1,984.50 raised. Too cold and dark for the tables in February but they were used by a few. The paperwork for payment was completed and Desiree Rojas will turn it in. Desiree has already locked in dates for next school year (Nov. 11, 2015 & April 6, 2016). Thank you cards for Mr. Bowen from the City of Davis and Chipotle will be put together; supplies from Lauren; Desiree handling it. Christina will ask Nicole Starsinic to write up a brief thank you to Chipotle for the Enterprise.
ii. Articulation Day vendors are set. Desiree will be at Marketplace for the duration and requests that we find a volunteer(s) to check in with the Downtown vendors just before and just after as well. Christina will ask Lynn to recruit someone to do the same at the Downtown locations. Desiree will put together a quarter sheet flyer to be distributed to students. She will ask Anna Amsler to have Student Leadership do the distribution. Advertise via Bulletin and listserv as well.

iii. Marketplace is set for May 7, 4-9 at Lamppost and Stonegate Café. 

iv. Flyer to be placed in Bulletin in front of school and posted on website. Also a 1-2 sentence brief for Bulletin.

v. All bands and the Mariachi Band to be contacted and invited to participate/play at the Marketplace and/or FunRun events.
vi. FunRun Committee is Anna Amsler, Desiree Rojas, Chritina Sturm, Jenny Park, Brooke Herrgesell, Linda Casillas. April 11th. Brought up food trucks are probably too much but Jamba Juice or Noahs Bagels might be a better food fit for the event.

vii. Desiree is feeling like the Junk Food Queen but we reassured her that we are grateful for her work on these fundraising events and no one is judging. We are looking to expand the type of events into more community building, schoolcentric celebrations. Christina and Desiree are looking at alternate models of events. This led to a discussion of the use of DaVinci in PTA events and why PTA cannot use DaVinci in titles and the issue that raises with students feeing like it is only for one school. We discussed ways that we try to use inclusive language and make sure the audience knows it is the whole campus community, not just the Emerson school community that PTA is working to serve.
viii. Stacy and Kathy Koblik came back with a list of suggestions from the teachers for long term project ideas in the 40-50K range.

1. Strong wifi in gym and IDC

2. Permanent built in sound system with docking stations for gym

3. FT media cart for PE

4. Ugraded stage lighting for IDC stage (Music, drama, school and community groups

5. Equipment for teacher workroom esp higher end xerox machine

6. Carbon footprint reduction technology around campus (lighting)

7. Digital textbooks

8. Ereaders

Christina will compile this list with last month’s list and send it to the Board with a request for more ideas.

5. Standing Reports

a. President’s report: 
i. PEN: great event. Take home is that several topics were IDed in the discussion section as ones of sufficient interest that we would like to try to bring them to the parents on campus.

1. Parent resources to support CPM at home

2. Social media 

a. Parent education and tools

b. Student education, strategies and tools

3. How to support junior high homework appropriately at home

4. IT devices, security and parental oversight

5. Resiliency of students

6. Social justice and restorative justice

Christina will call the police department to see what online resources they have and when they are offering classes for parents or kids, compile that information with the links to resources already provided by the school and send it out to the parents to bring attention to what already exists in the community. There was particular interest in the piece aimed at students. Christina will connect with Jen M. re: surveying parents to see what they are interested in.

ii. Meeting with Superintendent Wednesday 8:45 on PTA/PTO funding of positions. Christina is going.

iii. Everyone needs to look at their position and let Christina know if they are returning for next year or if they would like to switch or retire.

iv. We need to update the By-laws. Christina will ask Lynn to look for two volunteers

v. Julie Yule will set the schedule for the Budget Subcommittee to be ready for a May vote

b. Principal’s Report: 
i. PEN was great

ii. The administration is looking for ways to reach out to the community as a whole as well as certain pockets of the community. 

1. They have done a mini reach out to parents on how to help kids with middle school homework at the WEB orientation. They are looking to expand that program.
2. BikeRodeo/BikePool Set Up/Safe Routes/ What to do if…/ work with local police. Anna Amsler is looking into partnering with Bike Registry to try to track this kind of activity on campus
3. Garden Committee is looking at adding cisterns for rain water collection and putting together a proposal to replace existing lawn with drought resistant plantings. The Adopt-a – hallway program seems to be changing something in the culture of the school as kids are gaining ownership over the spaces and taking better care of them.

c. Teacher’s Report: Nothing in particular. Just that the teachers really enjoyed the luncheon. Also a brief discussion on Mrs. Koblik’s discovery of EssayPlace – a vendor of essays that are “not plagiarized”bt customized for students’ needs and how she and her sub utilized it for discussion/debate of the ethics of such a site and the use thereof.
Meeting adjourned 8:20 pm.

