Grade 3 Overview | English Language Arts

Third grade students interact with literature and informational text by comparing and contrasting
stories, discussing a point of view and comparing it with the author’s, and describing a series of
events, ideas, or concepts. Along with their reading, third grade writing is more sophisticated.
Students produce developed, focused, organized, and edited work. In writing informational
pieces, they include charts or graphs and supply facts.

Reading

e Describe how characters’ actions contribute to the events
Compare and contrast stories
Independently read and understand grade-level literature
Describe a series of events, ideas, or concepts
Discuss a point of view and compare it to that of the author

Reading: Foundational Skills
e Use grade-level phonics and word analysis skills
o Read words with multiple syllables, e.g., mosquito, puppeteer
e Know the meanings of most common prefixes and suffixes
e Read accurately and with understanding

Writing
» Write opinion pieces that include a chart or graph and list reasons that support the
opinion
» Write informative pieces that name the topic, supply facts, and use linking words and
phrases

e Write narrative pieces that introduce a narrator and characters, and write about what the
characters say, think, and feel
e Produce writing that is developed, focused, organized, and edited

Speaking and Listening
e Follow rules for discussions by building on what others are saying
e Recall ideas and details from something read aloud
e Plan and deliver an informative presentation
e Speak clearly and in complete sentences

Language
e Use correct grammar
Write legibly in cursive or joined italics; use margins and spacing
Choose words and phrases for effect
Use a variety of sentence types
Capitalize appropriate words
Correctly add suffixes to base words
o Sitting, smiled, cries

* Recognize the differences between spoken and written standard English

Common Core Standards Parent Handbook — © 2011 California County Superintendents Educational Services Association

35





